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force at the disposal of the Police was small but vigorous measures were taken
and by 8-30 A.M. on June the 15th the situation was well in hand. The total
casualties were, killed 16 (12 Muhaminadans, 2 Sikhs and 2 Hindus) and wounded,
73 (43 Ifuslims, 9 Sikhs and 21 Hindus). The damage caused to property, almost
entirely of Hindus and Sikhs, by widespread arson, was estimated at some of lakhs
rupees. For some time a very serious situation existed in the district, which is
mainly inhabited by Muahmmadans ; the village of Saidpur near Eawalpindi
was attacked and burnt, several Hindus being murdered, and a Gurdwara was
burnt in a village in the neighbourhood.
10.    In November, on the occasion of t'he Sikh procession at Eawalpindf
in honour of Guru Nanak's birth anniversary, there was some stone throwing
from the Jama Masjid and some houses nearby.    Thirty-four arrests were made,
most of the persons arrested being irresponsible members of the lower classes.
Great care had been  exercised by the local authorities in drawing up a license
for the procession which laid down the timings for passing various points en
route in order to obviate any disturbance to the Muslim community during the
times of congregational prayers.    These conditions were observed by the Sikh
community*
11.    On December the 23rd, 1926. Swami Shradhanand was assassinated
in Delhi by a fantical Muhammadan.   His assassination caused no immediate
reactions in the Punjab and at first the Hindus received the ne^vs with remark-
able restraint.    Slowly, however, the belief gained ground among Hindus that
the murder was the outcome of a widespread conspiracy, and at meetings held
at Lahore and Ambala references were made to well-known Muhammadans as
the instigators of the murder.   The allegations of the Hindus that the murder
of Swami Shradhanand and other Aryva Samajists was the result of a conspir-
acy have not, it may be observed, been established.    The assassination naturally
occupied considerable space in the press ; the tone of the Hindu-controlled press
was very bitter, while at public meetings there were considerable offensive criti-
cism of Islam.   On January the 22nd, 1927, a mass meeting of Muhammadans
was held at Lahore to protest against the anti-Islamic spirit shown by the Hindu
press and leaders, and resolutions were passed expressing resentment at the
attacks made on Islam by Hindus and especially by the Arya Samaj, and urging
the propagation of Tabligh in opposition to ShuShi.   Hindu and Muhammadan
meetings continued to be held throughout January and Pebraury for the advance -
meat of Shudhi and Tabligh.
12.    By the end of March eommtpial ill-feeling, though still very high
in Lahore and Amritsar, was less in evidence in the Province at large ; but minor
incidents of a communal nature occurred at Sirsa and Rewari.    The Holi festival
was celebrated peacefully throughout the Province, and the Ram   Naumi pro-
cession took place quietly.   At Lahore the procession was organised on an un-
usual scale.   On April the 15th the anniversary of the A^uman-i-Himayat-i-
Idam wra celebrated in Lahore by one of the largest processions ever seen in the
(Sty at which some converts were paraded in an ostentatious fashion.   The ex-
hibition was regarded by Hindus as being definitely anti-Hindu-    On May 3rd
the tercentenary of the Marhatta leader, Shiva Ji, was celebrated at Lahore,
Amritear, Sialkot, Gujranwala, Lyallpur and Gujrat in reply to an appeal issued
by " All-India *'   Hindu leaders.   Shiva Ji's anniversaries had not previously
been observed in the Punjab, but the celebration of the tercentenary was majie
the oemsion for much anti-Muslim talk and writing,
18. Although feeling between the communities was strong, there was
no reason to apprehend the serious riots that occurred in Lahore early in ])tfay
1937. The proximate cause was the alleged indecent assault on a Sikh woman
by a Mntmnrmadan youth. The incident was given a communal colour, and on
ttfce evening of May the 3rd a meeting of protest was held in a Sikh place of, wor-
ship. While the meeting was in progress, a Sikh entered, and telling thtf con-
giragation that a eo-roKgk>nist was being assaulted by Muhammadans close by
called on them to rescue him. What, in fact, had happened was that a Muham-
madan carrying a load of straw had bumped into two Sikhs ; abuse had f ollowed
and blows had been exchanged. But the incident itself was of no importance.
JKkhf* however, roahing o**t of the place of meeting, a^d meeting a group
, who were leaving & mosque, attacked them witfct th^r topaM